Extract  from 

Interrogation  o*  Hideki  Tojo 
26  Mprch  1946 


ho  Japanese  Gov/-r.m'’r.t  informed 
gh  th>  j>»-i9a  Government  on  or 
hj it  Jn’ an  would  follow,  in  the 
r.  vr-yj  cae  internet ione.l  convent 
,v  "'h-*  Ihvnie  and  G*r.eve;  (2)  I 
roles  end  customs  of  law  es  to 


A  I  don't  recell  it,  but  1  think  it  is  very  likely 


o-r  awrre  of  th  fact  that  that 
carried  out.  Why  was  it  not 
“Do  vou  understand  the  question’ 


You  state  that  you  are 
promise  was  not  kept  or 
complied  with  or  kept? 


I  understand,  it  ap  regard'*  the  inhumane  acts  towards 
prisoners  that  wp  have  ta ..hod.  about.  It  was  the  Government * t 
intention  to  follow  those  conventions,  and  it  was  mino.  The 
fact  t’*?.t  these  tilings  liopoevtod.  is  very  much  to  hr  regretted, 
T!ie  responsibility  for  then  is  mine. 

You  mentioned  today  that  you  did  not  even  suspect  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  three  atrocities  P.nd  tho  inhumane  treatment  of 
prisoners.  How  can  you  say  this  when  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  through  the  Swiss  and  other  governments , 
raa.de  numerous  written  and  detailed,  complaints  to  your  Toreign 
Office  about  these  very  ratters? 

The  matter  of  responsibility  for  humane  considerations  and 
.the  following  of  treaty  provisions  was  the  responsibility  of 
th«  various  army  commanders.  I  belieypd  that  they  were 


So  trjr.t ,  although  these  numerous  complaints  were  np.de  or. 
tlie 8 e  matters,  you  still  trusted,  the  commanders  in  the  field 
and  did  not  belir"p  the  cormlair.ts.  Is  that  true? 


Extract  fron 

Interrogation  o'  Hidelci  "ojo 
26  March  1946 


A  I  don't  recall  it,  hue  1  think  it  in  very  likely 


I  unders*-.r.d  it  ae  regard'*  the  inhjwann  acta  tewarda 
prisor.erc  that  wp  h&va  talked  about.  It  ■•'as  the  Goverr.nf’r.t 
intention  to  follow  those  conventions,  and  it  was  mine.  The 
fact  that  these  things  Jiappenod  is  very  much  to  hr  regretted 
The  reapor.aibiJLity  for  t!en  is  mine. 

You  mentioned  today  that,  you  did  not  ever,  suspect  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  three  atrocities  and  tho  inhumane  treatment  of 
prisoners.  Hov  car  you  say  this  when  the  Vr.itrd  States 
and  Great  Britain,  through  the  Swiee  and  other  governments , 


So  that,  although  three  numerous  complaints  were 
these  matters ,  you  still  trusted  the  comranders 
and  did  not  believe  the  complaints.  Is  tha.t  tr 
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4-5  cont’d 


Pa. "jo  2 


Did  you  hear  of  any  courts  nprtial  or  suitable  action  taken 
ir.  connect.) on  with  the  atrocities  and  inhumane  acts  a cains t 
American  prisoners  ir.  vne  "R-.bnnn  March*  that  w a  opoko  about 
yes  ter  dry  and  today? 

I  think  that  the  conrvmdlng  officer  took  lepal  measures. 

Or.  whe.t  do  you  base  that  ntota^nr.t? 


L. 


A  The  facts  of  that  onset  would.  have  ^one  to  the  commanding 
officer  who  had.  th«  r:  aeons ibility  for  taking  appropriate 
action. 

Q  Then,  it  in  or.ly  your  speculation  that  such  action  was  taken? 

A  Yes,  but  I  think  it  was  taken  because  it  was  hie  responsibility. 


*  *  *  * 
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